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municipal by-laws as ' external', and control by gild
regulations as ' internal',, no hard and fast line can
really be drawn between the two. In England, in con-
trast to the experience of many Continental states, the
two authorities worked together with very little friction,
the craft gilds recognizing the paramount position of
the merchant gild or town council, and the latter, in
turn, protecting the interest of the gilds and using their
organization to control the various crafts. The question
of the origin of gilds is interesting rather than important,
and has given rise to much discussion. It is known that
the Roman crafts were organized into collegia, but while
it is quite possible that some of the trade gilds in Con-
stantinople, and even in Italy and Spain, might be able
to trace their pedigrees back to Roman times, it is
more than improbable that there was any connexion
between the Roman collegia and the English craft gilds
of the twelfth century. The gilds of which we find
mention in Anglo-Saxon records were clearly fraternities
of purely social and religious import. These gilds,
friendly societies for the support of religious observances
benefiting the souls of all the members, and for the
mutual relief of such members as had met with mis-
fortune, survived the Conquest and increased greatly,
till by the end of the fourteenth century there could
have been hardly a village without at least one gild. It
is natural to suppose that in towns, where the choice of
gilds was considerable, there would be a tendency for
members of the same trade to join the same gild. The
strength gained by such union under the common bond
of an oath to obey the same statutes and the same officers,
and the advantage of the Church's protection, must soon
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